
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Honoring our Ancestors and Preserving the Legacy: Celebrate Iowa's Cemeteries 

The Great State of Iowa, 2024 – Each May, Iowans come together to celebrate Cemetery 

Appreciation Month, a time to honor the memory of those who came before us and recognize the 

irreplaceable role that cemeteries play in preserving our rich history and community identity. 

This hallowed ground is more than just a final resting place – It is an outdoor museum 

whispering tales of our past, showcasing artistic tributes in every headstone and monument. 

Walking among these memorials, we connect with generations past, gaining inspiration and 

perspective from their lives and legacies. 

Yet, preserving this invaluable heritage requires dedication and action. The month of May serves 

as a reminder to actively engage in the upkeep and appreciation of our cemeteries throughout the 

year. Here are some ways you can participate: 

• Volunteer: Lend a helping hand with cleaning, landscaping, or historical research 

projects. Every contribution, big or small, makes a difference. 

• Visit: Take a walk through your local cemetery and learn about the stories of those who 

have gone before us. Pay your respects to family members and local heroes, or simply 

reflect and revere. 

• Educate: Share the significance of cemeteries with your children and community. 

Organize history walks, genealogy workshops, or educational events to raise awareness 

about the importance of preserving these sacred spaces. 

• Donate: Many cemeteries rely on private donations to sustain operations and maintain 

historical records. Consider giving financially or supporting fundraising initiatives. 

By actively engaging with our cemeteries, we ensure that the stories of our ancestors continue to 

resonate for generations to come. This May, and every month, let's honor the dead, preserve our 

history, and celebrate the unique cultural heritage found within the peaceful bounds of Iowa's 

cemeteries. 

Together, we can keep the memories alive. 

#CemeteryAppreciationMonth #IowaHistory #PreserveOurLegacy 

Contact: 

State Association for the Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries 

SAPICiowa.org 

SAPICiowa@yahoo.com 
(319) 415-1175 
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